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Unseen #11 – The First Plane

December 17, 1903, marked a pivotal moment in human history. On a

windy beach in Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, Orville and Wilbur Wright

achieved the first powered, controlled, and sustained flight. The aircraft,

named the Wright Flyer, soared for 12 seconds, covering a distance of

120 feet.

The journey to this groundbreaking achievement was fraught with

challenges. The Wright brothers were not formally educated in

engineering or aerodynamics, yet their relentless curiosity drove them to

experiment. They studied bird flight, conducted wind tunnel tests, and

even crafted their own engine.

The science behind aviation was still in its infancy. The Wright brothers

had to grapple with concepts like lift, drag, and thrust, often learning

through trial and error. Their work laid the foundation for modern

aeronautics and revolutionized transportation.

The impact of their invention was profound. It opened up new

possibilities for travel, commerce, and military applications. The Wright

Flyer's first flight was not just a technological feat; it was a catalyst that

changed the world in ways that were unimaginable before.
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The First Plane Questions

1. When and where did the Wright brothers achieve their first flight?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

2. What challenges did the Wright brothers face in their journey?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

3. What methods did they use to understand flight?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

4. What scientific concepts did they have to understand?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

5. How did their invention impact the world?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

6. What was the name of the aircraft used for the first flight?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
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The First Plane Answers

1. The Wright brothers achieved their first flight on December 17, 1903, in

Kitty Hawk, North Carolina.

Mentioned in the first paragraph.

2. The Wright brothers faced challenges like a lack of formal education

in engineering and aerodynamics, and they had to conduct their own

experiments.

Mentioned in the second paragraph.

3. They studied bird flight, conducted wind tunnel tests, and crafted their

own engine to understand flight.

Mentioned in the second paragraph.

4. They had to understand scientific concepts like lift, drag, and thrust.

Mentioned in the third paragraph.

5. Their invention revolutionized transportation, opened up new

possibilities for travel, commerce, and military applications.

Mentioned in the fourth paragraph.

6. The name of the aircraft used for the first flight was the Wright Flyer.

Mentioned in the first paragraph.
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