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Unseen #9 – The Silk Road

The Silk Road was an ancient network of trade routes that connected the

East and West. Established during the Han Dynasty of China, it was a

conduit for cultural, commercial, and technological exchange between

civilizations. The road was not a single path but a complex web of routes

that traversed deserts, mountains, and seas.

Merchants from China would trade silk, spices, and porcelain, while

those from the West would offer gold, silver, and woolen goods. The

journey was perilous, fraught with dangers like bandits and harsh

weather conditions. Yet, the allure of exotic goods and the promise of

wealth compelled many to undertake this arduous journey.

Caravans led by camels were a common sight, and various empires

established outposts along the route to levy taxes and offer protection.

The Silk Road also facilitated the spread of religions like Buddhism,

Christianity, and Islam, enriching the spiritual landscape of the regions it

touched.

The decline of the Silk Road began in the 14th century, largely due to the

rise of maritime trade routes. However, its legacy lives on. It stands as a

testament to human ingenuity, the spirit of exploration, and the unifying

power of trade.
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Questions

1. What was the Silk Road?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

2. What kinds of goods were commonly traded along the Silk Road?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

3. What dangers did merchants face on their journeys?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

4. How did the Silk Road impact religion?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

5. Why did the Silk Road decline?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

6. What is the legacy of the Silk Road?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
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The Silk Road Answers

1. The Silk Road was an ancient network of trade routes connecting the

East and West.

Mentioned in the first paragraph.

2. Commonly traded goods included silk, spices, and porcelain from

China, and gold, silver, and woolen goods from the West.

Mentioned in the second paragraph.

3. Merchants faced dangers like bandits and harsh weather conditions.

Mentioned in the second paragraph.

4. The Silk Road facilitated the spread of religions like Buddhism,

Christianity, and Islam.

Mentioned in the third paragraph.

5. The decline of the Silk Road began due to the rise of maritime trade

routes.

Mentioned in the fourth paragraph.

6. The legacy of the Silk Road is its testament to human ingenuity, the

spirit of exploration, and the unifying power of trade.

Mentioned in the fourth paragraph.
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